
 

There has never been more expected of 

the faithful in such a short period of 

time as there is of us. Never before on 

the face of this earth have the forces of 

evil and the forces of good been as well 

organized. Now is the great day of the 

devil’s power… But now is also the great 

day of the Lord’s power, with the 

greatest number ever of priesthood 

holders on the earth. And the showdown 

is fast approaching. 

Each day the forces of evil and the forces 

of good pick up new recruits. Each day we 

personally make many decisions that 

show where our support will go. The final 

outcome is certain—the forces of 

righteousness will finally win. What 

remains to be seen is where each of us 

personally, now and in the future, will 

stand in this fight—and how tall we will 

stand. Will we be true to our last-days, 

foreordained mission? 

Great battles can make great heroes, 

but heroes will make great battle. You 

will never have a better opportunity to 

be a greater hero in a more crucial battle 

than in the battle you will face today and 

in the immediate future.  

 

Be warned that some of the greatest 

battles you will face will be fought within 

the silent chambers of your own soul… 

Christ lived on the earth and was subject 

to all manner of temptation, but He won 

every battle. He is the most successful 

warrior that ever walked the earth, and 

He wants to help us win every battle, be 

it personal or public. When we fall short, 

His atonement will cover for us on certain 

conditions. 

Jesus knows that His kingdom will 

triumph, and He wants you to triumph 

with it, too. He knows in advance every 

strategy the enemy will use against you 

and the Kingdom. 

What manner of man was Jesus when He 

was your age—when He was growing 

into manhood, when He was personally 

preparing Himself during those thirty 

years for His three-year public ministry? 

Turning to the book of Luke in the New 

Testament, chapter 2, verse 52, we 

read these words: “And Jesus increased 

in wisdom and stature, and in favor with 

God and man.”

 
(Quotes from Ezra Taft Benson, 1979, In His Steps.  
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